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Record year for Nehemia Bible Institute
THERE has been a record number of enrolments for 
the Nehemiah Bible Institute in Zimbabwe in 2019. By 
mid-November, 202 students had signed up, thanks to 
an ambitious marketing campaign by CAVA, which 
administers NBI. 

Eighty-nine of the new enrolments are students of the 
upgraded NBI course which requires them to complete six 
modules in church leadership and ministry development 
to qualify for certification by the University of Pretoria. 
The figure is more than double the non-prison enrolments 
recorded in 2018 and is all the more remarkable given the 
steep economic downturn in Zimbabwe which has seen 
inflation peak at 403 percent in October. 

The other 113 students are inmates in nine of the 
country’s prisons. Their number is 80 percent up on new 
prison enrolments in 2018. The overwhelming majority of 
the inmates have been sponsored in full for their studies 
by a farming couple in Rusape, Dup and Hennelie Muller.

The phenomenal increase in new enrolments is the 
result of a far-reaching restructuring of CAVA on business 
lines. In the wake of Rev. Gerard Breytenbach’s retirement 
as manager of CAVA, the board decided in 2018 to make 

NBI its core business, appoint a full-time marketer and to 
embark on a lively drive to recruit students. 

The resulting enrolments had yielded a crop of 99 
graduates by mid-November. Three graduations were 
hold in close succession. The capping of 14 students 
of the Holy Ghost School of Ministry in Chitungwiza, 
near Harare, on 15 December 2018 was followed three 
weeks later with a ceremony at CAVA offices in Harare 
at which 10 students of the NBI revised course received 
their diplomas. Then in May, 23 inmates were capped in 
a graduation ceremony at Harare Central Prison. A further 
40 students were capped at a graduation at Chikurubi 
Prison on the outskirts of Harare in October and 26 others 
at Rusape Prison in November. Another graduation is due 
to be held for NBI graduates of Morgenster Theological 
University in Masvingo before the year-end.

Bishop Nelson Nzvimbo, a graduate of the NBI class of 
1998 and an enthusiastic promoter of NBI, presided at the 
Chitungwiza and CAVA ceremonies. Bishop Nzvimbo’s 
Holy Ghost School of Ministry runs daily classes with 
five part-time lecturers for dozens of NBI students. He 
also has NBI students in Brisbane and Perth in Australia.

Ten NBI graduates celebrating the award of their certificates at a ceremony at CAVA offices in January.
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Bishop Nelson Nzvimbo of Holy Ghost School 
of Ministry capping a graduate during the NBI 

graduation ceremony at CAVA offices in January.

Pastor Onias Mujiwa, who joined CAVA as 
fulltime marketer for NBI in April. 

NBI registrar Pastor Webster Gwanzura with 
the proud holder of an NBI diploma during the 

graduation ceremony at CAVA offices in January.

Women graduands preparing to be capped at a 
graduation of prison inmates at Chikurubi prison 

in November.
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HUNDREDS of convicts in Zimbabwe are being equipped 
to spread the gospel beyond the prison walls thanks to the 
unstinting support of , a couple who farm near Rusape in 
eastern Zimbabwe.

In the last three years alone, the Mullers have spent 
more than $11,000 (R154,000) to put more than 240 
prison inmates through the distance education programme 
of the Nehemiah Bible Institute (NBI), a division of 
Christian Audio-Visual Action (CAVA) in Harare. Many 
of them will become ministers and church leaders once 
they complete their sentences. Hundreds of others have 
received their NBI certificates since the Mullers began 
supporting the institute’s prisons ministry in 2014. 

Says Hennelie Muller, ‘There are many more prisoners 
we would love to reach with the love of Christ through 
NBI. We have only just touched the tip of the iceberg. The 
start, in Rusape only, was difficult. Then God sent us a 
gem in the person of Webster Gwanzura [the Registrar of 
NBI in Zimbabwe]. With Webster and the NBI courses, 
the ministry rapidly expanded into many other prisons.’ 

Today NBI is being taught in nine prisons in Harare, 
Mutare, Rusape, Bindura and Mazowe. The Mullers were 
overjoyed to hear in August that their proposal to pay for 
27 students in Chikurubi maximum security prison in 
Harare had been approved.

The couple’s support covers the registration fee, 
printing of the training modules, travelling costs for the 
registrar and the cost of the annual graduation. Says Mrs 
Muller, ‘Pierre and Erina Retief of Bibles for Everyone 
of Belville in the Cape are regularly sending us Bibles 
as we endeavour to issue every student with a Bible on 
enrolment of the NBI course.’ 

In the first seven months of 2019 alone, Bibles for 
Everyone distributed more than 280 Bibles in Zimbabwe 
in the three main languages and Portuguese, according to 
its website.

Looking back on five decades of farming in Zimbabwe, 
Mrs Muller says, ‘The Lord’s last instruction to us was to 
spread the gospel and this has been our motivation since 
1968. We started among our own employees by building a 
church on the farm using evangelists whom we had trained 
through Morgenster, the Dutch Reformed Church mission 
near Masvingo. We were also greatly assisted by Rev. 
Henry Murray of Morgenster. We also sent many of our 

Dup and Hennelie Muller

‘Rebuild, repair, renew’

employees to Harare to attend the NBI courses to enable 
them to spread the gospel. In all this we made extensive 
use of CAVA and all their literature and audio tapes were 
of great value.

‘In the early 1980s the Lord called us to expand his 
work to the prisons. The scope in the prisons is so great but 
finances and human resources are constraints. We pray and 
know that the Lord will provide. Zimbabwe prisons are a 
vast and eager field for evangelism and with God as our 
partner and Webster and NBI as our aids there is no limit. 
God opened this door and no one will close it, as it says in 
Revelation 3:7. 

‘While preparing a message for our NBI graduation 
ceremony in Harare Central prison on 9 May, I was 
led by the Spirit to encourage graduates from the book 
of Nehemiah. News came from those who had returned 
from exile in Babylon of the extremely adverse conditions 
in Judah and the broken-down walls and gates of 
Jerusalem. In Zimbabwe, we have experienced similar 
ruin. Nehemiah turned to God, praying constantly for his 
people and confessing their sins and his own trespasses. 
He was granted what was needed to rebuild, repair and 
renew, “for the good hand of my God was upon me”.

Meet the couple sowing seeds of hope in Zimbabwe’s prisons

A heartfelt thank-you
A word of thanks to the people without whom CAVA’s ministry would not be possible – our donors. Thank 

you for each donation, cash or kind, big or small, once off or monthly, from congregations and individuals in 
Zimbabwe, South Africa and overseas. May the Lord bless you richly.
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Dr Kobus Odendaal of Witness Ministries and CAVA administrator 
Christine Chanza inspect the Heidelberg KOR printing press which has 
printed CAVA’s Christian literature for more than 15 years. Although 

CAVA has decommissioned its printing department, the press continues to 
reprint CAVA publications and to print occasional jobs for clients.

Looking back on a very tough year
Christian Audio-Visual Action (CAVA) 
in Harare has survived a year of extreme 
challenges on almost every front. 

Political unrest after national 
elections in Zimbabwe in August 2018 
and again in January 2019 kept investors 
away and international sanctions were 
extended. The resulting economic 
uncertainty made business planning 
difficult. The local dollar was officially 
equivalent to the US dollar in January 
2019. By November it was trading at 
20 to one, decimating CAVA’s bank 
balances and revenue streams. Year-on-
year inflation increased from 57 percent 
in January to 403 percent in October. 
The annual graduation of NBI students 
was postponed twice because of fears of 
a cholera outbreak in prisons. Adding to 
the day-to-day headaches were lengthy 
electricity cuts every day and the fact 
that municipal water dried up several 
years ago, forcing CAVA to rely on its 
neighbours’ boreholes.

A restructuring along business lines 
that began in 2018 after the retirement 
of Rev. Gerard Breytenbach as manager 
of CAVA and principal of Nehemiah 
Bible Institute (NBI) proved to be the 
most radical in CAVA’s four decades of 
existence. The board decided to downsize 
CAVA’s long-established mission to 
publish, print and distribute Christian 
literature and to rebuild the organisation 
around NBI as its core business. The 
restructuring saw the retrenchment of 
most of CAVA’s employees. 

CAVA has not only survived 
the challenges, but it has also seen 
enrolments of NBI students doubling 
in the course of 2019. This is due to 
three main factors: the generous support 
of its donors and well-wishers; the 
commitment of the executive committee 
to the restructuring plan in the absence of 
a full-time manager; and the dedication 
of CAVA’s core staff – administrator 
Christine Chanza, NBI registrar Pastor 
Webster Gwanzura and the newly 
appointed NBI marketer Pastor Onias 
Mujiwa. Their dedication is summed up 
in the philosophy: “At CAVA we do the 
work and we let God do the worrying.”


