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ISRAEL- PALESTINE WAR GIVES OPPORTUNITY FOR GOD’S LOVE TO ABOUND 
 
“Where sin abounds, his grace abounds even 
more.” [Rom 5:20]. The current situation in the 
Middle East is growing increasingly tense. In 
light of the recent political unrest in the Midde 
East, it is important to give our readers some 
perspective to true peace in the Middle East. 
Will the United Nations, the European Union or 
the United States be able to bring about true 
peace in the Middle East? I am afraid not.  Will 
the protests on the streets of Sea Point, Cape 
Town University Campus, Stellenbosch Campus, 
the outrage of the church or Human Rights 
groups bring peace to the Middle East? I am 
afraid not. No protest, no outrage, no Zionist 
movement, no peace conference will bring true 
peace to the Middle East. The ancient family 
feud has not been resolved by the wisest of 
men and government tactics. So, what should 
we as Christians do? How are we to respond? 
Clearly we need a different perspective than 
that of the world around us.  
May I offer you my perspective… 
Scripture reminds us, “ …You who call on the 
LORD shall take no rest for 
yourselves, 7nor give Him any rest until He 
establishes Jerusalem and makes her the 
praise of the earth.” [Is 62:6-7]  We should “give 

the Lord no rest” – there is a very high calling to 
intercede here. This intercession does not 
require of you to take any specific political side. 
It simply means you are siding with the Lord. It 
is clear what we are to remind the Lord  “…to 
make Jerusalem the praise of the earth”. This is 
less of a political statement than it sounds. For 
Jerusalem to be a praise in the earth we need to 
remember and ponder on Jesus’ words while he 
wept,  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the 
prophets and stone those sent to you, how 
often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were not willing. 38 Look, your 
house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, 
you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
[Matthew 23:37-39]. Jerusalem is a place where 
Christian Arabs and Messianic Jews worship and 
welcome their King together. This is the only 
hope and true peace in the Middle East.  
We need to put aside obstacles when we pray.  
Make it simple. Let us pray: Lord make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Lord make 
Jerusalem a praise in the Middle East. Even if 
we do not understand, we can and are called to 
remind the Lord of His  Word. Pray for the 
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Palestinian people to come to the knowledge of 
Jesus as Lord, pray for the Hamas leaders to 
come to salvation, pray for the Jewish people to 
come to know Jesus as Messiah, pray for the 
soldiers to come to know Jesus as Messiah and 
pray for Israel’s government to come to know 
Jesus as Messiah.  
Who are the true ushers of peace? The psalmist 
says, “ Pray for the peace in Jerusalem…” [Psalm 
122:6]. Let us be obedient as his followers. We, 
the carriers of the gospel of peace are the only 
ones who can bring true peace in the Middle 
East. “…with your feet fitted with the readiness 
that comes from the gospel of peace.” [Eph 
6:15].“How beautiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who say to Zion, ‘Your God 
reigns!’” [Is 52:7]. Followers of Jesus, are those 
who can and will bring true peace.  
-J.de Wet 
 
TESTIMONY BY SHOSHANNA PHILLIPS 
“The war distracted me, bothered me, weighed 
down on me and filled my heart and mind with 
a blur of confusion, frustration and pain. How 
do we fight the good fight in a situation of 
conflict ?  
 
The best thing I could have done as a Jewish 
Israeli, who believes in Jesus, during the recent 
conflict, was to join a prayer gathering on Zoom 
with my Jewish and Arab brothers and sisters in 
Christ across the Middle East. We took 
communion together, remembering Jesus's love 
and forgiveness towards us when he said 
"forgive them for they know not what they do" 
and we found a unity and peace which is only 
found in  his body. (Ephesians 2:14-16)  
 
As we cried, prayed for each other and declared 
our love in Christ for each other I knew we were 
winning the good fight and our Father in 
heaven's heart was pleased with us. 
 
Please pray for unity in the body of Christ in 
Israel and the Middle East.” 
 

 

DINSDAGMIDDAG BYBELSTUDIE 

Dinsdagmiddae is ‘n fees. Ons het vier Joodse 

gelowiges wat getrou elke week kom. Hulle het 

nie ‘n gemeente of ander plek van aanbidding 

nie, dus is hierdie twee ure per week vir hulle 

soos water in ‘n woestyn.  Die laaste paar weke 

was daar interessante verwikkelinge.  Mnr M 

het onlangs die Bybelstudie begin bywoon. Hy 

het versoek dat ons by sy huis bymekaarkom. Sy 

vrou is nie ‘n Jesus gelowige nie, maar 

verwelkom ons nogtans en maak vir ons die 

lekkerste tee ! Sy sit in die kantoor, waar sy alles 

kan hoor, terwyl ons oor die Woord en Jesus 

ons Messias gesels. Bid saam vir die verlossing 

van Mnr M se vrou, kinders en kleinkinders! – 

J.de Wet 

 

A SEEKER!  

It was with great excitement that we planned 

two weeks of ministry with a group of eight 

young people from Operation Mobelisation 

[OM]. Part of their trainning in OM is learning 

about Jewish evangilism. While they were doing 

a music and drama piece on the promenade 

passersby stopped, talked and asked questions. 

One of these ladies, sat down and started a 

conversation with us. She was drawn to the 

message of Jesus. She said she was Jewish, but 

had turned her back on God. She is going 

through a divorce and it has made her seek 

God. But who is Jesus to Jews? I had the 

incredible oppportunity of explaining the gospel 

to her from the Scriptures and the Prophets. 

She is very aware of her own sinful situation 

and her need for redemption and atonement. I 

read Isaiah 53 to her and asked her who she 

thought the prophet wrote about. Her response 

was clear, “Yeshua, Jesus”. She took my number 

and we have been in contact. Please pray for 

her, that she would surrender her life to her 



Messiah. She calls herself a “seeker”.  

“I sought the LORD, and He answered me; He 

delivered me from all my fears.”[ Psalm 34:4] -

J.deWet 

 

SEEING THE GOSPEL IN THE 

OLD TESTAMENT 
In witnessing to someone who is not Jewish you 

can easily present the gospel from the New 

Testament, explaining the claims of Jesus as 

Messiah, showing how man is sinful and 

separated from God, and discussing 

reconciliation and redemption. The New 

Testament however, is not acknowledged or 

recognised as authoritative in Judaism today. So 

the Gospel is best presented from the Old 

Testament. 

Listed below is a chain of Old Testament 

passages, which, when linked together, help to 

clearly present the Gospel.  

ISAIAH 59:1-2 

 “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to 

save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your 

iniquities have separated you from your God; 

your sins have hidden his face from you, so that 

he will not hear.” 

In this important portion of Scripture we 

demonstrate the nature of God and man, and 

the consequences of sin between God and man. 

We may strive to do good, but it is impossible 

for us, and we fall short of doing so. 

LEVITICUS 19:2 

Next, follow your Biblical references to Leviticus 

19:2: “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel 

and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the LORD 

your God, am holy’.” Here we see what God’s 

real expectation and demand is for our life. His 

standard is perfection – measured against his 

revealed Law.  

Man and his Creator are separated because of 

sin (Isaiah 59:1-2). But there is a much greater 

consequence. 

EZEKIEL 18:1-4 

“The word of the LORD came to me: ‘What do 

you people mean by quoting this proverb about 

the land of Israel: “The fathers eat sour grapes, 

and the children’s teeth are set on edge?” As 

surely as I live’, declares the Sovereign LORD, 

‘you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 

For every living soul belongs to me, the father 

as well as the son — both alike belong to me. 

The soul who sins is the one who will die.’” 

In this verse, the Lord announces, through the 

prophet Ezekiel, that each individual will be held 

accountable for his own sin. All souls belong to 

God — the soul of the father as well as the soul 

of the son. And each individual is held 

accountable: the one who sins will die. 

Even though physical death is everywhere 

around us, many Jewish people do not consider 

life after this life such an important issue. But, 

the Word of God is sharper than any two-edged 

sword, and can speak to those who doubt the 

truthfulness of Scripture and the afterlife. 

DANIEL 12:2 

The next portion of Scripture to turn to is Daniel 

12:2: “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the 

earth will awake: some to everlasting life, 

others to shame and everlasting contempt.”  

Ask your unsaved friend, “What is going to 

make the difference between those who spend 

eternity with God and those who do not? 

Where is the dividing line?” Then simply listen 

to his or her response. 

ISAIAH 64:6 

Isaiah 64:6 says: “All of us have become like one 

who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are 

like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and 

like the wind our sins sweep us away.” 

https://biblehub.com/psalms/34-4.htm


Because we are sinful by nature, even the good 

deeds we do cannot, in God’s eyes, avail 

enough to overcome our sinful nature. But our 

Lord does not leave us in a condition of 

hopelessness, condemned to eternal separation 

from Himself. From the beginning, the Lord 

desired a close personal relationship with His 

creation. In His covenant with Moses and the 

rest of the Hebrew people, He established a 

means of restoring the severed relationship 

because of sin. His way of doing this was the 

sacrificial system in which atonement could be 

made for the sins of the people. 

LEVITICUS 16 

Leviticus 16 covers in great depth and detail the 

extent to which the Lord sought to make 

atonement for the Hebrew people’s sins. I urge 

you to personally outline that chapter, so that, 

you can present the basic principles of 

atonement.  

The blood of the animal sacrificed in our place 

covers over the sin which keeps us from God. 

God sees the blood of the sacrificed animal, 

atonement is effected, and the relationship 

with Him is restored. 

LEVITICUS 17:10-11 

Verse 11 tells us that without the shedding of 

blood, there can be no forgiveness of sin. As I 

see it, the central problem to traditional 

Judaism as it is practiced today is this: The 

Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD. 

Since the destruction of the Temple there have 

been no animal sacrifices, no shedding of blood 

and no Yom Kippur sacrifices.  Therefore in light 

of what the Scriptures command, no atonement 

can be made. 

Having established the problem, God answers 

the need in the promise of a New Covenant 

found in Jeremiah 31:31-34. Here the Lord 

announces the New Covenant He is going to 

make with the house of Israel and Judah and 

himself. This New Covenant would be different 

from the Law He established with Moses on Mt. 

Sinai, which was written upon tablets of stone. 

Instead, this New Covenant would be written 

upon people’s minds and hearts, that they 

might know and be able to do the Law of God. 

How would this New Covenant come about? 

ISAIAH 52:13 - 53:12 

Consider mainly Isaiah 53: 5-6, “ But he was 

pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 

for our iniquities, the punishment that brought 

us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we 

are healed.” 

These words speak very clearly to the life, death 

and rejection of Messiah who would make  

atonement for our sins once and for all. 

 [Based on Beginning from Jerusalem by Steve 

Cohen] 
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